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Forest Junction, good 
place to raise children 

‘It’s now a community that has good 
chance of growth,’ one native says 


By Gary Dodge 

Press-Gazette 

Forest Junction has slowed down from 
the days when it was a bustling communi¬ 
ty that served as a stopover for train traf¬ 
fic between Green Bay and Milwaukee. 

"It doesn’t tick as much as it used to,” 
said Viola Walker, 84, an ex-Kiel school 
teacher and local historian. 

If anyone should know about this Calu¬ 
met County community, it’s Walker. She 
is dedicated to preserving it’s history. 

Walker sifted through documents and 
old photographs spread across a dining 
room table recently in her two-story 
white house. 

Forest Junction, she explained, actual¬ 
ly was put on the map by Milwaukee 
Mayor Solomon Juneau in the 1870s. 

Juneau, who wanted a railroad from 
Milwaukee to Green Bay, was able to tie 
together the two communities within a 
year, Walker said. 

"This was all primitive woods,” she 
said. 

The community became the crossroad 
for the Chicago-Milwaukee-St. Paul and 
the Western railroads, with 10 to 12 pas¬ 
senger trains a day. 

Businesses opened in the sleepy com¬ 
munity, including four hotels, two lumber 
companies, three general stores, a black¬ 
smith shop and ice cream and soda parlor. 

The community also had several orga¬ 
nizations. including the Camp Fire girls, 
Modern Woodmen, Literary Society and 
Men’s Choir. 

"People were much more sociable those 
days,” said Walker, who channels her 
abundant energy toward community poli¬ 
tics. 

"People walked from miles around to 
the de/'ot to catch the train,” she remem¬ 
bered. 

Walker, who lived during the town’s 
heyday and is the oldest resident to have 
been born there, said education was im¬ 
portant to the people. Children caught 
the train to attend school in Brillion. 

The issue of schools once divided Bril¬ 
lion and Forest Junction, said Wilmer 
Struebing, town of Brillion chairman. 

Residents of Forest Junction, which is 
part of the town of Brillion, felt they were 
getting short-changed. Eventually, For¬ 
est Junction was divided between the Hil¬ 
bert and Brillion school districts. An ele¬ 
mentary school operated by Brillion 
serves Forest Junction. 

The prosperous days ended with the 
automobile and the demise of the town’s 
logging and lumber industry. 

In those days, the population reached 
300. Today, it’s about 200. 

But the once bustling town is coming 
back as younger families move into the 
community, Struebing said. They prefer 
rural life, he said. 

They also are moving into the commu¬ 
nity because its older homes are more af¬ 
fordable and taxes are lower than in other 
communities. 

The Civic League, consisting of about 
40 members, has been formed to promote 
the community, Struebing said. 

In recent years, many roads in Forest 
Junction were paved, a water tower was 
put up and a sewerage district was 
formed. 

It has a restaurant, tilling station, 
laundromat, bank, industries, a post of¬ 
fice and is home to the town of Brillion’s 
new volunteer fire department. 

Remnants of the old still exist. An old 
bank building stands on Main Street and 


Town chairman: Wilmer Struebing 
stands on the porch of his home in 
Forest Junction. 


Forest flag raiser: Delores Bas- postmaster assistant. Bastian and 
tian prepares to raise the U.S. flag her family have lived in a larger 
at the U.S. Post Office in Forest community, but prefer Forest 
Junction, where she works as a Junction. 


Forest historian: Viola Walker sifts 
through pages of notes on the 
history of Forest Junction. 


The Forest Junction file 


Museum, consists -of 17 buildings that 
were owned by Haese, a local busi¬ 
nessman. 

□ Highways: U.S Highway 10, State 
Highway 57 and State Highway 32. 

□ Historical: F.G. Haese Memorial □ Recreation: Freitag Memorial Park. 
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young families, but its small-town atmo¬ 
sphere has enticed young families native 
to the area to stay. 

DJui cjs Lciotidii, 4o, u puaunaolil assis¬ 
tant, grew up in Forest Junction. 

She and her husband, James, 44. lived 
in a larger community but came back. 

"It’s a good place to raise children. It’s 
more of a controlled environment,” she 


rusty rails run adjacent to the street. 
Main Street isn’t the community’s main 
thoroughfare. Church Street is actually 

the main street. 

"It’s now a community that has a good 
chance of growth," said Struebing, 79, 
during an interview at his home, the site 
of a scrap iron business he started in 1938. 
The community not only has attracted 


said. 

The couple, and their son. Brian, 9. live 
on a hohbv farm nlnna |T ^ Hir*hwav 10 
"People in this community have a 
bond, a friendship,” she said. 


■ Next week: Alaska in Kewaunee 
County 















